
8(b):  POLIO-- AN RNA VIRUS
Poliovirus is a positi ve sense RNA virus and is a member of the Picorna family of viruses.  Its genome contains about 
7,500 base pairs, and its replicati on process takes place enti rely in the cytoplasm (cytosol).

This is how virologists draw the polio genome.  They like to show the IRES, but also like to use a line to show genes.

IRES: Internal Ribosome Entry Site
(This structure mimics cellular proteins 
needed to start translati on process.)
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This cell would be an epithelial (surface) cell in the intesti nes.  
Aft er infecti ng many intesti nal cells, the viruses will go into the blood and 
then make their way to nerve cells, especially motor neurons in the spine.

Destroys a small protein 
essenti al for starti ng the 
process of translati on.


