LICHENS

Lichens are made of a fungi that is living symbiotically with an algae, and/or a cyanobacteria (“blue-green algae”)
In other words, a lichen can be either two or three organisms living together in mutualism. (Lichens living on trees is commensalism.)
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NOTE: The fungus is also capable of producing spores for sexual reproduction

The fungus does this:

The algae does this:

Cyanobacteria can also provide but less in known about other contributions.

Lichen morphology (morphology = description of form/shape)

Crustose Foliose Fruticose
Forms a crust on surfaces Forms leaf-like shapes (folio= leaf) Forms bushy/stringy shapes (frutic= bush)

A

One variety of crustose is “sunburst.”

Lichens can survive very harsh conditions. They simply go dormant until conditions improve.



