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PLANT SURVIVAL STRATEGIES

S
leep during the day 

and com
e out at night.

H
ibernate 

underground 
m

ost of the 
year.

E
xist as 

eggs m
ost 

of the year.

H
ave ultra-effi -

cient kidneys that 
never need w

ater.

E
at plants that 

store w
ater.

m
esquite

Put 
dow

n 
deep 
roots.

Store 
lots of 
w

ater 
quickly

cactus

ocoti llo

Drop 
leaves 
w

hen it 
gets dry.

Kill 
neigh-
boring 
plants.

creostoe

w
ildfl ow

ers

Exist as 
seeds 
m

ost of 
the year.

kangaroo rat tortoise

desert shrim
p

spadefoot toad

tarantula


