








MAKE DIATOM ORNAMENTS
You will need some mat board or thin cardboard, as well as some white glue and a small bottle of water-based varnish.  
(TIP: Frame shops will often give away small pieces of mat board for free.)  
OPTION: Copy this page onto card stock so that the pictures will not wrinkle up as much when you adhere them to the cardboard.

After cutting out these shapes, glue one of each kind onto mat board or thin cardboard. You can use a thin layer of white glue or 
you can use a thin layer of varnish.  (Varnish is usually sticky enough to adhere the paper until you can get several coats built up on 
top.)  When dry, cut the shape out of the cardboard.  You now have a one-sided ornament.   Glue the matching shape to the reverse 
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you start securing it to the cardboard.

When both images have been secured to the board, start layering coats of 
varnish.  Water-based varnishes usually dry very quickly so it should not 
take too long to build up several coats.  A hair dryercan be used to speed up 
drying time.

OPTIONAL:  You may want to color the thin edges of the ornament to make 
them match the color of the diatom.  You can use acrylic paint, permanent 
marker, or colored pencil.  Do not use water-based markers because the 
varnish will dissolve the ink.  Crayons will repel the varnish.

When done, you can punch a small hole and attach a hanger 
or string of your choice.     




